
61L/61AL Transmission Line 
Removal 

AltaLink is proposing to remove approximately 45 
kilometres (28 miles) of existing transmission line west 
of Wainwright and near Irma. You are receiving this 
newsletter because you are near an existing transmission 
line proposed to be removed.  
 
The Alberta Electric System Operator has recently informed AltaLink that the 61L and 
61AL transmission lines are no longer needed for transmission use. These 69 kilovolt 
(kV) transmission lines were built in the 1950s and have reached the end of their life. 
We are proposing to remove these transmission lines from service. 

You may have previously heard about this project in relation to the Fortis Wainwright 
Transmission Reinforcement project. The 61L/61AL transmission line removal is an 
independent project from the Fortis Wainwright Transmission Reinforcement project. 
Currently, one proposed route on the Fortis Wainwright Transmission Reinforcement 
project is proposed to use a section of the 61L right-of-way. AltaLink currently plans 
to file for the 61L/61AL transmission line removal with the AUC in Spring 2016, prior 
to filing for the proposed Fortis Wainwright Transmission Reinforcement project. If 
you are within the consultation/notification radius for the Fortis Wainwright project 
you will have received a separate mail out from AltaLink. For more information on the 
Fortis Wainwright Transmission Reinforcement project, please visit our projects page 
on altalink.ca. 

For more information on the location of the transmission lines that will be removed, 
please see the map included in this package. The process for removing the 
transmission towers and conductor is explained in more detail in the Transmission 
Line Removal sheet included in this package along with more information on Annual 
Structure Payments (ASP). 

March  2016

DEFINITION:

Transmission 
Transmission lines make up Alberta’s 
electric highway, linking the places 
where power is generated to where 
power is used. Transmission lines 
transport large amounts of power over 
long distances across the province. 
The transmission system connects 
diverse sources of power generation 
including wind, high-efficiency coal, 
natural gas and more. 

Distribution Facility 
Operator
Distribution Facility Operators connect 
the transmission system to the 
distribution system and individual 
consumers of electricity. They are the 
final stage in the delivery of electric 
power. 
 

Annual Structure Payments 
When we remove transmission lines 
from a property we will also begin the 
process to end the associated Annual 
Structure Payments and discharge 
the rights-of-way that are no longer 
required. We will contact effected 
landowners to discuss this process as 
we move forward.
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CONTACT US

1-877-267-1453
www.altalink.ca
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Please note:  
As a result of this transmission line removal, 
some distribution lines in the area may be 
relocated in certain locations. The Distribution 
Facility Operator (DFO) may keep the existing 
transmission line structures for distribution 
purposes. For more information please contact 
the DFO in your area. 
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Notify stakeholders March 2016
File information with Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) April 2016
Start line removal if project is approved August 2016
Line removal completed Summer 2017
Final Reclamation begins Early 2018

Anticipated project schedule

How to provide your input

Stakeholder input is important to us. We are available to address any questions or 
concerns you have about the proposed removal. You can contact us by telephone, 
email, mail or through our website. 
AltaLink
1-877-267-1453 (toll-free)
E-mail: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca
Website: www.altalink.ca/regionalprojects 
 
To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) 
780-427-4903 
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number.)
E-mail: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule it is subject to 
change. We will continue to provide you with updated schedule information as the 
project progresses.

Next Steps  
 We will file information with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC), as required. To 
learn more about the AUC process and how you can become involved, please refer 
to the brochure included in this package titled Public involvement in a proposed 
utility development.  

If this project is approved you may see or hear construction crews in the area. We 
have set strict standards by which we operate, including restricting work hours to 
reduce the impacts to local residents and businesses, ensuring safe construction 
practices and following environmental protection measures. Please note this 
removal may involve the use of cranes or helicopters. 

PRIVACY COMMITMENT 
AltaLink is committed to protecting your privacy. Collected personal information will be 
protected under AltaLink’s Privacy Policy and the Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act. As part of the regulatory process for new transmission projects, AltaLink may 
provide your personal information to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). 
 
For more information about how AltaLink protects your personal information, visit our website 
at www.altalink.ca/privacy or contact us directly via e-mail privacy@altalink.ca or phone at 
1-877-267-6760.

The structures pictured above are 
similar to the structures that will 
be removed as part of this project. 

Let’s talk transmission

www.facebook.com/
altalinktransmission

www.twitter.com/altalink


